
Clean water in sewers can be a problem
The King County Wastewater Treatment Division, in 
cooperation with the City of Issaquah, is preparing 
to begin inspections of the sewer system in your 
neighborhood to detect excessive clean water 
flows, known as infiltration and inflow (I/I). I/I is 
clean groundwater or stormwater that enters sewers 
through cracked pipes, leaky manholes, or improp-
erly connected building downspouts or foundation 
drains. This excessive clean water increases the 
costs of wastewater conveyance and treatment, and 
increases the risks of sewer overflows during wet 
weather. Sewer inspections will help us determine 
the feasibility of a potential project in your area to 
reduce clean water flows. The inspections will 
include smoke testing and closed circuit television 
(CCTV) inspection. These techniques are described 
on the right.
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Sewer inspection in your neighborhood
For smoke testing, inspection crews will pump 
non-toxic, non-staining smoke through sewer 
pipes from manholes in the streets or within public 
easements, and then observe and document where 
smoke exits. The exiting smoke can indicate the 
location of a broken pipe, leaky manhole, or where 
roof or foundation drains may be connected to the 
sewer system. The smoke is harmless to people,
pets, plants, and creates no fire hazard. Issaquah 
fire and police will be notified prior to smoke 
testing. Additional inspections may include CCTV of 
the sewer pipes using a remote camera. You will 
receive advance notice and more specific details
on each of these sewer inspection techniques prior 
to the start of any inspections, including any work 
that may require access to your property.

For additional information:
Contact: Maryann Petrocelli at (206)263-7321, or via email at maryann.petrocelli@kingcounty.gov. 
Regional Infiltration and Inflow Control Program Web site: www.dnr.metrokc.gov/wtd/i-i
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Alternative formats available
Call (206)684-1714 or 711 (TTY)
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